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Abstract:- Children though are national asset, constitute 

one of the vulnerable section of our society. Proactive 

scheduling and stipulation of services to children is an 

asset for the future of our country. Recently, child care 

and protection has emerged as a precedence area for the 

Government .The objective of the study was to assess 

and analyze the awareness of POCSO act amongst the 

faculty of private medical college at Chennai. 100 

participants took part in this cross sectional study which 

revealed that 51% of them were aware of the POCSO 

Act 2012 . Almost one third of them (35% ) felt that child 

below 13 yrs come under the POCSO Act 2012.The 

study results implies the need to have more educational 

sessions for the teachers regarding the provisions in the 

POCSO Act. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Child sexual abuse , the most underreported crime, has 

gained public attention in the past years and has now 

become one of the high profile crimes of India.[1] . 

Pedophilia has always existed in our country, but recently it 

has emerged as an extremely perverse and inhuman sexual 

trend. 

 
The type of child abuse includes: Physical, Sexual, 

Verbal, Emotional (psychological), neglect& abandonment, 

Torture and ill-treatment[2]. World Health Organization 

(WHO) defines Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) as “The 

involvement of a child in sexual activity that he or she does 

not fully comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, 

or for which the child is not developmentally prepared and 

cannot give consent, or that violates the laws or social 

taboos of society”[3].  

 

The protection of children from sexual offences act 

2012(POCSO)- It is a child (below 18 years, Gender 
neutral) friendly act to protect children from offences of 

sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography and 

provide establishment for special courts for trial of such 

offences. The Act provides for stringent punishment to the 

offenders. E.g. Aggravated penetrative sexual assault carries 

an imprisonment of 10 years and can be extended to 

imprisonment for life or death penalty. 

 

The act  deals  with  all  forms  of sexual  abuse  on  

children  and  lays  down  the principles  to  handle  the  

child  in  a  systematic manner,  protocols  to  be  followed  

by  individuals and  hospitals  for  examination  and  

treatment  of  the child,  the  manner  in  which  judicial  
proceedings are  to  be  carried  out . The act incorporates 

child friendly procedures for reporting recording 

investigation and trial offences[4].  

 

(CSA) child sexual abuse, has profound consequences 

for the child. It is known to interfere with growth and 

development[5,6]. CSA has also been linked to numerous 

maladaptive health behaviors, and poor social, mental and 

physical health outcomes throughout the lifespan [7,8,9]. In 

accordance with that, there is evidence that CSA can affect 

neurobiological systems, e.g. the cortical representation of 

the genital somatosensory field [10]. Other common sequelae 
for adult survivors of CSA may include relational challenges 

(e.g., increased risk for domestic violence), violent-

behaviors, and increased risk of perpetration of CSA as 

adults .The potential future psychological impacts are: 

PTSD, depression, substance abuse, etc. According to 

NCRB data of 2016,around 20,000 children are raped every 

year in India; many more cases go unreported; the available 

statistics is only the tip of the iceberg .[10-14]. 

 

However not many people including those in medical 

field are aware of the provisions of the law under POCSO 
Act 2012. It is mandatory to create awareness of POCSO act 

in the society. Doctors especially have a major role to play 

in terms of POCSO act 2012. 

 

II. METHODOLOGY: 

 

This is a questionnaire-based study conducted amongst 

the faculty of private medical college in Chennai. A semi 

structured questionnaire was distributed amongst the faculty 

after explaining about the study and obtaining consent to be 

a part of this study. The data obtained was statistically 

analyzed using appropriate statistical tests. 
 

III. RESULT 

 

A total of 100 faculties in private medical college in 

Chennai were included in the study and it is found that 98% 

of people have awareness of sexual offence happening in 

our country .70% of the people think non touching activities 

comes under sexual offence.84% of people are aware of 
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Apna Ghar Rohtak case. 56% among the faculties have the 

awareness of  POCSO act (fig 1).35% of them felt that a 

child belongs to below the age of 13 years as per POCSO 

act and only 34% of them felt that child is below the age of 

18 years (fig 2).60% of them are not aware of punishment 

under POSCO act (fig 3). 57% of  them have awareness of 

child abuse helpline.91% of them agrees that some children 

are sexually abused by older children.61% of them disagrees 

that only girls are victims of sexual assault .64% of them 

disagrees that only young children are affected.68% of them 
disagrees that boys are not sexually abused.69% of them 

disagree that  majority of sexual abuse perpetrators are 

mentally ill or retarded.91% of them disagree that only 

vulnerable children are sexually abused.95% of them 

disagree that perpetrators of abuse are often strangers.( 

Table 1) 

 

IV. DISCUSSION : 

 

In our present study, it is found that 44% of the faculty 

were not aware of the POCSO Act,2012. 34% of the study 

population were aware regarding the age of a child as stated 
in POCSO Act. The Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences Act of 2012 (POCSO) defines a child as any 

person below eighteen years of age. This Act offers 

protection for children from sexual violence which includes 

sexual assault, sexual harassment and child pornography. 

The lack of awareness amongst the medical faculty entails 

the necessity to sensitize them. 

 

60% of faculty were not aware of the punishments 

prescribed for various offence described under the POCSO 

Act 2012. Few of the punishments listed under POCSO Act 
of 2012, amended in August 2019. 

*Penetrative Sexual Assault (PSA- imprisonment for 10 

years or life ( PSA in a child Less than 16 years), and fine 

(section 4). 

* The Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault - 

imprisonment for life and fine or with capital punishment. 

(section 6). (sexual assault causing death of the child and 

during a natural calamity or in any situation of violence) 

*Sexual Assault i.e sexual contact without penetration –five 

years and fine (section 8). 

*Aggravated Sexual Assault (section 9) by a person in 

authority –seven years and fine(section 10). 
*Sexual Harassment of the child (section 11)-three years 

and fine (section 12). 

*Use of child for pornographic purposes (section 13)-five 

years and fine and in the event of subsequent conviction, 

seven years and fine (section 14) 

 

Punishments have been enhanced in certain section. 

Death sentence has also been introduced under some 

sections. 91% of them agrees that some children are 

sexually abused by older children.61% of them disagrees 

that only girls are victims of sexual assault .64% of them 
disagrees that only young children are affected.68% of them 

disagrees that boys are not sexually abused.95% of them 

disagree that perpetrators of abuse are often 

strangers.Surveys by UNICEF revealed 12447 children aged 

between 5 and 18 years and 2324 young adults from 18-24 

years were a victim of sexual abuse. Of the children, 53% of 

the boys and 47% of the girls report being sexually abused. 

[15] 

 

V. CONCLUSION : 

 

The study showed that the awareness of POCSO Act 

2012 amongst faculty is not satisfactory. Hence more 

sensitization programs is the need of the hour. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

We need more laws to protect children and to 

implement stricter punishments. All cases of child sexual 

abuse should be reported through Childline (1098) services. 
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Fig 1:- Awareness of POSCO Act 2012 

 

 
Fig 2:- Response regarding age of Child as per POCSO Act 2012 
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Fig 3:- Awareness of punishment under POSCO Act 2012 

 

Table 1:- General statements on Sexual offence 

 

SN Question Agree Disagree Not Sure 

1 Some children are sexually abused by older children 91 1 8 

2 Only girls are victims of sexual assault 37 61 2 

3 Only young children are affected 23 64 13 

4 Boys are not sexually abused 30 68 2 

5 Majority of sexual abuse perpetrators are mentally ill or retarded 3 69 28 

6 Only vulnerable children are sexually abused 4 91 5 

7 Perpetrators of abuse are often strangers 2 95 3 
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