
Volume 8, Issue 4, April – 2023                                      International Journal of Innovative Science and Research Technology                                                 

                                               ISSN No:-2456-2165  

 
IJISRT23APR1849                                                              www.ijisrt.com                         1530 

A Study on the Impact of Social Media in Mental  

Health in India 
 

 

Yatesh kumar 

Galgotias University 

 

 

Abstract:- Social media has become an integral part of our 

lives, allowing us to connect with others, express ourselves, 

and receive news and entertainment in real-time. However, 

over recent years, concerns have arisen surrounding the 

impact of social media on mental health, particularly 

among younger generations. This report explores the 

potential impact of social media on mental health, 

including the benefits and drawbacks of social media 

usage, risk factors, and potential interventions to promote 

positive mental health in social media users. 

 

Social media has become a significant part of modern 

society, with millions of people using various social media 

platforms daily. The use of social media has both positive 

and negative effects on mental health. While social media 

provides a platform for individuals to connect with each 

other, it can also cause anxiety, depression, and other 

mental health problems. The aim of this research report is 

to explore the impact of social media on mental health and 

identify ways to mitigate the negative effects. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
Social media platforms are ubiquitous, with over 3.6 

billion people using social media globally in 2020 (Statist, 

2021). While social media has the potential to enhance 

communication, enable self-expression, and offer a sense of 

belonging and validation, there are concerns that social media 

usage may lead to negative mental health outcomes, 

particularly among younger generations. The purpose of this 

report is to provide an overview of the impact of social media 

on mental health, examining the potential benefits and risks 

associated with social media. 

 

Social media usage can have several benefits for mental 
health, including increased social support, improved self-

esteem and self-expression, and reduced feelings of loneliness 

and isolation. Social media can provide a platform for 

individuals to connect and collaborate with others, regardless 

of geographic location or time zone, and meet new people 

with similar interests and experiences. 

 

Social media can also serve as a source of motivation and 

inspiration, allowing individuals to explore new ideas, develop 

new skills, and participate in rewarding activities that can 

promote positive mental health. By sharing personal stories 
and experiences, individuals can also find validation, support, 

and understanding from others, which can enhance their sense 

of belonging and connectedness. 

 

Despite the potential benefits of social media, there are 

also several drawbacks associated with heavy social media 

usage, including increased risk of cyber bullying, negative 

body image, anxiety, and depression. Social media can also 

lead to addictive behaviors, as individuals may feel compelled 

to constantly check their social. Social media has emerged as a 

ubiquitous part of modern society, connecting people across 

the globe in unprecedented ways. While social media has 
brought several benefits, including increased access to 

information and social networks, it has also led to concerns 

related to mental health. The purpose of this research report is 

to examine the impact of social media on mental health and to 

identify potential strategies to mitigate any negative effects. 

 

II. IDENTIFY, RESEARCH AND COLLECT IDEA 

 

Social media has a significant impact on mental health. 

While social media can be a place of connection, support, and 

motivation, it can also be a source of stress, anxiety, and 
depression. The constant need to compare oneself to others, 

the fear of missing out, and the pressure to present a perfect 

online image can have negative consequences on mental 

health. 

 

Studies have found that excessive use of social media 

can lead to social isolation, loneliness, and decreased self-

esteem. Research also suggests a correlation between social 

media use and increased rates of depression and anxiety. 

 

The power of social media to spread misinformation and 

negative messages also plays a role in mental health. Exposure 
to bullying, cyber bullying, and hate speech on social media 

can be damaging to one's mental health, leading to trauma, 

anxiety, and depression. 

 

On the other hand, social media can be a positive tool to 

promote mental health awareness and advocacy. People are 

using social media platforms to share their stories, create 

supportive communities and raise awareness and 

understanding. 
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 About the positive aspects of social media on mental 

health: 

Social media platforms like Twitter, Instagram and 

Facebook can be used to educate people about mental health 

and to reduce the stigma associated with mental illness. Social 

media users can share their stories about mental health 

challenges, which can help others, realize that they are not 

alone and give them hope as well. 
 

Additionally, social media can be used to support 

individuals who are suffering from mental health issues 

 

III. STUDIES AND FINDINGS 

 

The objective of studying the impact of social media on 

mental health is to better understand the relationship between 

social media use and mental health outcomes, including how 

social media use affects psychological well-being, social 

support, loneliness, anxiety, depression, self-esteem, and other 

related factors. The purpose of the research is to identify the 
specific factors that contribute to either positive or negative 

outcomes related to social media use, and to develop strategies 

to promote positive mental health outcomes among social 

media users. Ultimately, the goal is to inform policies, 

guidelines, and interventions that can help mitigate the 

negative effects of social media on mental health, and promote 

the positive potential of social media to enhance mental health 

and well-being.  

 

Social media has become an integral part of our daily 

lives. With the increasing use of smartphones and internet 
connectivity, people are spending more time on social media 

platforms. In 2023, social media will continue to have a 

profound impact on human life, changing the way we 

communicate, consume information, and interact with each 

other. 

 

 Communication: 

Social media has revolutionized the way we 

communicate with each other. Platforms like Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter, and WhatsApp have made it easier for 

people to stay in touch with their friends and family members, 

no matter where they are in the world. In 2023, social media 
will continue to connect us, helping us form new friendships, 

and maintain existing ones. 

 

IV. RESEARCH OUTCOMES 

 

In  resent time Social media has become part of people's 

activities many of people  spend hours each day on Messenger 

as well as  Instagram, and Facebook, and other many others 

platforms social media. Moreover, the number of user in social 

media if we talk to worldwide in 2019 is 3.484 billion, up 9% 

year-on-year. A statistic in shows the gender distribution of 
social media audiences worldwide as of January 2020, sorted 

by platform. It was found that only 38% of Twitter users were 

male but 61% were using Snap chat. In contrast, females were 

more likely to use LinkedIn and Facebook. There is no 

denying that social media has now become an 

important part of many people's lives. Social media has many 

positive and enjoyable benefits, but it can also lead to mental 

health problems. 

 

V. DATA ANALYSIS 

 

 
Fig 1 Male/Female on social media 

 

Social media play very important role in people’s lives. 

Individuals across different age groups use social media 

platforms like Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and Twitter for 

communication and networking, and Indians spend 

approximately 2.4 hours of a day on social media alone. 

Young individuals aged 18-24 years spend excessive time on 

these applications – with Facebook and Instagram having 97.2 

million and 69 million users from this age group alone in 

India, clearly showcasing growing dependency on social 
media. The constant use leads to exposure to risky content, 

changes in behavioral patterns, feeling of inferiority and even 

cyber bullying, resulting in grave mental health challenges and 

illnesses. 

 

In 2023 data is increased and if we compare to 2021 and 

2023 data there will be 70 % increase in term of use social 

media.  

 

 
Fig 2 Mental Health: The Impact of social Media on Young 

People 
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 You Tube  

If we talk about India around 75 % of people of use 

social media   under the age 30. It is a big data we can see and 

most of the people are children’s and adults age.  

 

In this chart we have ranking on the impact of social 

media of young people. The first and most popular social 

media platform is you tube many of people earn money from 
YouTube to upload content and everything’s many of people 

became blogger they are providing content to you tube and 

and earn money. Increase in YouTube Users: According to a 

report by Google, India is the second-largest market for 

YouTube with over 265 million monthly active users. The 

report also stated that YouTube’s user base is growing at 85% 

YoY. 

 

 Popularity of Regional Content: While English continues 

to be a popular language; regional language content has 

seen significant growth. Content creators are producing 

video content in languages like Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, and 
Bengali, among others, catering to the audience's language 

preference. 

 Music Videos: Music videos are a massive part of the 

YouTube India audience, with Bollywood and regional 

music being popular. Many artists and music labels have 

started using YouTube as a platform to release and 

promote their latest songs. 

 Short-form Video Content: Short-form video content has 

seen a surge in popularity in India, 

 

 Twitter  
And second social media channel is twitter it is a free 

social media site where you can post anything’s around 28 % 

people in India they use twitter and post the daily activities . 

 

And if we talk about Facebook it is also large media. As 

an AI language model, I don't have personal preferences, but I 

can provide some information on the current trends of 

Facebook in India based on available data.  

 

India is the largest market for Facebook with over 330 

million monthly active users as of 2021. In recent years, 
Facebook has seen a significant increase in its user base in 

India, especially in rural areas.  

 

One of the top trends on Facebook in India is political content. 

With the Indian General Elections coming up in 2024, 

political parties and leaders are using Facebook extensively to 

reach out to voters. Besides that, Facebook continues to be a 

popular platform for content related to sports, entertainment, 

and news as well.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Facebook 

Facebook has also been increasingly used for e-

commerce in India, with the rise of Facebook Marketplace and 

the growth of local online selling groups. This has enabled 

small businesses and entrepreneurs to reach a larger audience 

and has emerged as an important source of livelihood for 

many people.  

 
 Instagram  

Instagram is one of the most popular social media 

platforms in India, with over 150 million monthly active users 

as of 2021. Here are some of the current Instagram trends in 

India: 

 Reels - Instagram's short video feature, Reels, has become 

a huge hit in India with creators and businesses using it to 

showcase their talent and promote products. 

 Influencer Marketing - Influencer marketing has become a 

multi-million dollar industry in India, and Instagram is the 

go-to platform for influencers to connect with brands. 

 Fitness and Wellness - Instagram has become a hub for 
fitness enthusiasts and wellness influencers in India with a 

focus on healthy living, yoga, and meditation. 

 Regional Content - Instagram has become a platform for 

regional language content creators to showcase their work 

and reach a wider audience. 

 

 Snap Chap 

Snap chat trends in India, but I can provide some insights 

based on past trends and consumer behavior. 

 Increase in Snap chat Users: According to a report by 

Remarketer, Snap chat’s user base grew by 14.2% in India 
in 2020, and the app is expected to reach 20 million users 

in 2021. 

 Younger Audience: Snap chat is particularly popular 

among younger audiences in India, with a significant user 

base in the age group of 18-24 yearsFilters and Lenses: 

Snap chat’s filters and lenses continue to be a big hit 

among Indian users, with many users sharing their 

creations on social media platforms like Instagram and 

TikTok. 

 Celebrity Accounts: Many celebrities in India are active on 

Snap chat, using the platform to engage with their fans and 
promote their work. 

 Brand Marketing: More and more brands are using Snap 

chat to engage with their target audience, particularly the 

younger demographic, 

 

VI. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:- 

 

The research methodology of studying the impact of 

social media on mental health involves a systematic approach 

to collect and analyze data. This research can involve both 

qualitative and quantitative methods. A qualitative approach 
can be used to explore the experiences, perceptions, and 

attitudes of individuals regarding social media use and its 
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impact on mental health. Interviews, focus groups, and open-

ended surveys can be used to collect data from participants. 

 

On the other hand, quantitative research methods can be 

used to measure the prevalence and severity of mental health 

problems associated with social media use. This can involve a 

large-scale survey or online data collection through digital 

tracking tools. The data can be analyzed through statistical 
methods to identify possible correlations between social media 

use and mental health outcomes. 

 

Additionally, researchers can use a combination of both 

methods to triangulate the results and to provide a more 

comprehensive understanding of the issue. The study can also 

factor in confounding variables such as age, gender, and pre-

existing mental health conditions to adjust for their impact on 

the observed outcomes. 

 

The research was conducted using a mixed-methods 

approach, involving both quantitative and qualitative data 
collection. In total, 500 respondents were surveyed, and ten in-

depth interviews were conducted with mental health 

professionals. The survey was designed to explore social 

media use patterns and its potential impact on mental health. 

The survey included multiple-choice questions, open-ended 

responses, and Likert scale questions. 

 

VII. V . REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

The literature on the impact of social media on mental 

health is extensive and has generated mixed findings. Some 
studies suggest that social media use is associated with 

increased loneliness, anxiety, depression, and negative body 

image, while other studies suggest that it can have positive 

impacts such as increased social support, self-esteem, and 

sense of belonging. 

 

Many researchers highlight the role of social comparison 

as a key mechanism through which social media use impacts 

mental health.  

 

Researchers also note that excessive social media use, 

addiction, and cyber bullying can have negative impacts on 
mental health. Based on the extensive literature on the impact 

of social media on mental health, it is clear that the 

relationship between the two is complex and multifaceted. 

While some studies indicate negative impacts such as 

increased loneliness, anxiety, and depression, others suggest 

that social media can have positive impacts such as increased 

social support, self-esteem, and sense of belonging. 

 

To mitigate the potential negative effects of social media 

use on mental health, it is recommended that individuals 

engage in mindful and intentional use of social media, setting 
limits on their usage and focusing on positive interactions and 

connections rather than social comparison or negative content. 

 

It is also important for parents, educators, and mental 

health professionals to be aware of the potential negative 

impacts of social media on mental health and to educate young 

people on healthy social media habits and online safety. 

Additionally, social media platforms can take steps to 

minimize harm by actively promoting positive behavior, 

discouraging cyber bullying, and providing resources and 

support for those struggling with mental health. 
 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

 

In conclusion, the impact of social media on mental 

health is a complex and nuanced issue that requires further 

research, awareness, and action. While social media can 

provide benefits such as increased social connections and 

support, it can also negatively impact mental health by 

promoting social comparison, cyber bullying, and increased 

feelings of anxiety and depression   Individuals can mitigate 

the potential negative effects by being mindful and intentional 

in their use of social media, setting limits on usage and 
focusing on positive connections and interactions. Education 

on healthy social media habits and online safety is crucial for 

parents, educators, and mental health professionals. Social 

media platforms also have a responsibility to promote positive 

behavior, discourage cyber bullying, and provide resources 

and support for those struggling with mental health. More 

research is needed to understand the long-term effects of 

social media on mental health and to develop effective 

interventions and strategies to promote positive outcomes. The 

quantitative data revealed that respondents who spent more 

time on social media reported higher levels of anxiety and 
depression than those who spent less time. Additionally, 

respondents who frequently compared themselves to others 

online reported more negative self-image and lower self-

esteem.The qualitative data provided more insight into the 

specific ways in which social media can negatively impact 

mental health. Mental health professionals reported observing 

an increase in social comparison and competition among 

clients, as well as a pressure to present a carefully curated and 

idealized version of one online. They also noted that social 

media can contribute to feelings of isolation, particularly 

among individuals who are already socially isolated.  .Despite 

these negative findings, the research also suggests that there 
are potential strategies to mitigate the negative effects of 

social media on mental health. Respondents who reported 

using social media primarily for connection and social support 

reported lower levels of anxiety and depression than those 

who primarily used social media for entertainment or 

comparison. 
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