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Abstract:- The agriculture industry has encountered 

several challenges in recent years, including population 

growth, resource scarcity, and climate change. In 

response, new technologies have been developed to 

enhance agricultural productivity, sustainability, and 

efficiency. Among these technologies, RS and GIS have 

gained significant attention due to their potential to 

transform agriculture. RS involves using satellite 

imagery to collect data on various agricultural 

parameters such as crop health, moisture content, and 

vegetation indices. GIS is a computer-based system that 

allows for the integration and analysis of different 

spatial data sources. The combination of RS and GIS 

presents a potent tool for managing agricultural crops 

by providing accurate and timely crop management 

plans. The objective of this research paper is to 

investigate the potential of remote sensing (RS) and 

geographical information system (GIS) as effective tools 

for managing agricultural crops. A thorough literature 

review and case studies were conducted on various 

crops, including wheat, maize, rice, and sugarcane. The 

study findings illustrate the diverse advantages of 

utilizing RS and GIS in agriculture, such as enhanced 

crop yield estimation, monitoring, soil moisture 

mapping, and damage assessment. The significance of 

integrating RS and GIS in agriculture is emphasized, as 

it can lead to sustainable and efficient crop management 

practices. The research results highlight the need for the 

agriculture industry, policymakers, and researchers to 

utilize advanced technologies like RS and GIS to 

improve crop management practices. 

 

Keywords:- Remote Sensing (RS); Geographical 
Information System (GIS); Crop Yield; Irrigation; Crop 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Agriculture is a crucial sector in the global economy, 

playing an indispensable role in food security and economic 

development [1-5]. The agricultural industry faces the 

challenge of producing higher yields and better-quality 

crops while minimizing environmental impact. 

Technological advancements have given rise to remote 
sensing (RS) and geographic information system (GIS) as 

powerful tools in agriculture applications. These tools 

provide farmers with essential spatial and temporal 

information on crop growth, soil moisture, plant health, and 

other significant parameters, allowing them to make 

informed decisions. 

 

Remote sensing involves the use of sensors mounted 

on aircraft or satellites to gather information about the 

Earth's surface from a distance. The data collected from RS 

enables the monitoring of changes in the Earth's surface, 

including land use, vegetation, water bodies, and other 
environmental parameters. On the other hand, GIS is a 

computer-based system that enables the capture, storage, 

manipulation, and analysis of spatial data. Integrating RS 

and GIS provides a powerful platform for analyzing and 

managing agricultural data [6,7]. 

 

In recent years, RS and GIS have been widely utilized 

in agriculture applications such as crop monitoring, yield 

prediction, soil mapping, and precision agriculture. These 

http://www.ijisrt.com/


Volume 8, Issue 4, April – 2023                              International Journal of Innovative Science and Research Technology                                                 

                                                      ISSN No:-2456-2165 

 

IJISRT23APR689                                                               www.ijisrt.com                                                              265 

tools assist farmers in optimizing crop management 

practices, reducing costs, and improving yields [1,8]. For 
example, RS can be used to monitor crop growth, detect 

nutrient deficiencies, and identify pest infestations. GIS can 

be used to map soil characteristics, analyze topography, and 

plan irrigation systems. 

 

The efficiency and capability of RS and GIS in 

agricultural crop management have been extensively studied 

in the literature. Several studies have shown that the 

integration of RS and GIS can enhance crop management 

practices and increase yields. However, the use of these 

tools in agriculture applications still poses some challenges, 

including the cost of data acquisition, the complexity of data 
processing, and the need for skilled personnel [8-13]. 

 

This paper aims to review the literature on the use of 

RS and GIS in agriculture applications, specifically focusing 

on crop management. The paper will explore the efficiency 

and capability of these tools in enhancing crop management 

practices and increasing yields. Additionally, it will discuss 

the challenges associated with the use of RS and GIS in 

agriculture applications and provide recommendations for 

overcoming these challenges. 

 

II. NECESSITY OF SATELLITE 

REMOTE SENSING 

 

The importance of satellite remote sensing in 

agriculture cannot be overstated, as it provides crucial 

information that is indispensable in making informed 

decisions regarding crop management. Remote sensing 

technology involves the use of sensors mounted on satellites 

orbiting the Earth to collect data from a distance, offering 

spatial and temporal information about the Earth's surface, 

including vegetation, soil, and water [14-16]. One of the 

significant advantages of using satellite remote sensing in 
agriculture is the ability to monitor crop growth. This 

information is critical in identifying areas that require 

additional fertilizers, water, or other nutrients to enhance 

growth. Additionally, it can be used to detect plant stress, 

diseases, or pests, allowing for proactive measures to be 

taken to address the issue before it spreads to other areas of 

the field. 

 

Soil moisture management is also crucial in 

agriculture, as it affects crop growth. By monitoring soil 

moisture content, farmers can adjust irrigation schedules, 
leading to more efficient water use. Satellite remote sensing 

can also be used to monitor weather patterns, which plays a 

critical role in crop growth, allowing for informed decisions 

to be made regarding planting, fertilizing, and harvesting. 

 

Precision agriculture involves using data to optimize 

crop management practices, and satellite remote sensing is 

essential in this area. Farmers can obtain data on soil 

moisture, temperature, and nutrient levels, among others, 

which can be used to optimize crop management practices, 

leading to increased crop yields, lower costs, and more 
efficient use of resources. Satellite remote sensing is an 

indispensable tool in modern agriculture, as it provides 

valuable information that is essential in making informed 

decisions in crop management. It enables farmers to monitor 
crop growth, manage soil moisture, predict weather patterns, 

and implement precision agriculture practices, all of which 

contribute to sustainable agriculture practices [17-20]. 

 

III. ASSIMILATION OF REMOTE SENSING 

DATA IN CROP SIMULATION MODELS 

 

To improve the accuracy and reduce uncertainties in 

input data, remote sensing data is integrated into crop 

simulation models. The remote sensing data provides 

valuable information on crop characteristics, such as 

vegetation indices, leaf area index, chlorophyll content, and 
crop height. This results in more accurate input data, which 

enhances the accuracy of crop simulation models. In 

addition, remote sensing data allows for better 

understanding of crop growth and development, as it 

provides improved spatial and temporal resolution [18-22]. 

 

The integration of remote sensing data in crop 

simulation models has numerous benefits, including 

improved decision-making, reduced uncertainty, and 

improved accuracy. Remote sensing data can provide 

insights on crop characteristics that are challenging or 
impossible to measure in the field. This improves the 

accuracy of the crop simulation models, which are essential 

for decision-making in agriculture. However, there are 

challenges associated with assimilating remote sensing data, 

such as data quality, data availability, and data integration. 

 

The quality of remote sensing data is influenced by 

factors such as atmospheric conditions, sensor 

characteristics, and data processing algorithms. The 

accuracy of the assimilated data depends on the quality of 

the remote sensing data, and acquisition can be affected by 

weather conditions, sensor malfunctions, and cloud cover. 
The integration process of remote sensing data requires 

advanced modeling techniques and algorithms, which can 

be complex and time-consuming. 

 

Assimilating remote sensing data into crop simulation 

models is a valuable technique that enhances the accuracy of 

input data and reduces uncertainties. It allows for improved 

decision-making in agriculture and offers better insights into 

crop growth and development. However, challenges such as 

data quality, data availability, and data integration need to 

be addressed to fully realize the benefits of integrating 
remote sensing data into crop simulation models. 

 

IV. MONITORING OF VEGETATION COVER 

 

The monitoring of vegetation cover is a critical aspect 

of assessing the health of ecosystems and understanding the 

impact of human activities on the environment. Two 

powerful tools for monitoring vegetation cover over large 

areas and detecting changes over time are remote sensing 

(RS) and geographic information systems (GIS) [23-25]. 
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Remote sensing involves the use of sensors mounted 

on satellites, aircraft, or drones to collect data on the Earth's 
surface. This data can be in the form of images, which can 

be processed to extract information about various land cover 

features, including vegetation. The wavelengths of light 

used for RS can reveal the amount and quality of 

chlorophyll in plants and the amount of heat they emit. For 

vegetation cover monitoring, one of the most commonly 

used RS-based methods is the Normalized Difference 

Vegetation Index (NDVI). This index compares the amount 

of near-infrared radiation absorbed by plants to the amount 

of visible radiation reflected by plants, producing a value 

ranging from -1 to 1. Negative values indicate water or 

clouds, values near zero indicate bare soil or rock, and 
values near 1 indicate dense vegetation. NDVI is a useful 

tool for detecting changes in vegetation cover over time by 

comparing vegetation cover in different images collected at 

different times. 

 

GIS involves the use of spatial data and computer 

software to analyze, visualize, and interpret geographic 

information. GIS can integrate RS data with other types of 

data, such as climate, topography, and soil data, to create 

maps and models for monitoring vegetation cover and 

predicting future behavior. Land cover maps are a common 
GIS-based method for monitoring vegetation cover. These 

maps classify RS data into different land cover types, 

including forests, grasslands, croplands, and wetlands. 

These maps can be updated over time to track changes in 

vegetation cover. Another GIS-based method is the creation 

of vegetation indices, which are calculated from RS data 

and quantify the amount and quality of vegetation cover in a 

given area. Examples of vegetation indices include the 

Enhanced Vegetation Index (EVI) and the Soil Adjusted 

Vegetation Index (SAVI). Vegetation indices can detect 

changes in vegetation cover over time and compare the 

health and productivity of different vegetation types. 
 

Despite their usefulness, RS and GIS-based 

monitoring of vegetation cover presents several challenges. 

Accurate ground-truth data is essential for validating RS and 

GIS data, and detecting errors and inconsistencies in land 

cover maps and vegetation indices. Ground-truth data is 

collected by physically measuring vegetation cover in the 

field. Another challenge is the need for high-quality RS 

data. Cloud cover, atmospheric interference, and sensor 

noise can reduce the accuracy of RS data. RS data must be 

pre-processed to remove noise and correct for atmospheric 
interference, and multiple RS data sets must be collected 

over time to detect changes in vegetation cover. 

 

RS and GIS are valuable tools for monitoring 

vegetation cover and detecting changes over time. They can 

create land cover maps, vegetation indices, and models that 

predict future changes in vegetation cover [4,6]. However, 

their usefulness depends on accurate ground-truth data and 

high-quality RS data. As vegetation cover monitoring 

becomes increasingly important, advances in RS and GIS 

technology will likely improve the accuracy and 
effectiveness of these tools. 

 

V. NUTRIENT AND WATER STATUS 

 
The use of remote sensing (RS) and geographic 

information systems (GIS) is beneficial for monitoring and 

evaluating the nutrient and water status of agricultural fields 

and natural ecosystems. RS enables the collection of 

information on the distribution of vegetation over space and 

time, while GIS permits the integration and analysis of 

various data layers, such as climate and soil characteristics. 

 

A method of assessing nutrient status involves the 

measurement of the normalized difference vegetation index 

(NDVI) through RS. NDVI acts as a proxy for the amount 

of chlorophyll in plants, indicating their overall health and 
nutrient status. By comparing NDVI values among different 

fields, areas requiring fertilization due to nutrient deficiency 

can be identified. 

 

RS can also be used to evaluate water status by 

measuring vegetation indices such as the normalized 

difference water index (NDWI). NDWI is based on the 

principle that water absorbs radiation in the near-infrared 

spectrum, while vegetation absorbs radiation in the visible 

spectrum. Comparing NDWI values across fields can 

pinpoint areas experiencing water stress and in need of 
irrigation. GIS can be utilized to incorporate RS data with 

additional layers of information, such as weather patterns 

and soil properties, producing a comprehensive nutrient and 

water status map. This allows farmers and land managers to 

make informed decisions concerning fertilizer application 

and irrigation scheduling, resulting in improved crop yields 

while minimizing resource consumption [12-16]. The 

integrated approaches provide valuable information [26] 

such as RS and GIS used for evaluation of nutrient and 

water status, playing a crucial role in sustainable agriculture 

and natural resource management. 

 

VI. CROP EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 

 

Crop Evapotranspiration (ET) refers to the amount of 

water needed by crops for growth and production, which 

includes evaporation from the soil and transpiration from 

the plant. Accurate estimation of ET is crucial for effective 

irrigation management, water resources management, and 

crop planning. Remote Sensing (RS) and Geographic 

Information System (GIS) are two powerful tools that can 

be utilized to estimate ET. This article discusses the concept 

of ET, the role of RS and GIS in estimating ET, and the 
various methods that can be used to estimate ET using RS 

and GIS. 

 

Evapotranspiration comprises two components: 

evaporation and transpiration. Evaporation is the process 

where water is converted from liquid to vapor, while 

transpiration involves the absorption of water by the plant's 

roots, which is then released into the atmosphere through 

the leaves. The amount of water required for ET varies 

depending on factors such as crop type, climate, and soil. 

The commonly used method to estimate ET is the Penman-
Monteith equation, which considers several parameters, 
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including temperature, wind speed, humidity, and solar 

radiation. 
 

RS involves the acquisition of information about the 

earth's surface using sensors located on aircraft or satellites. 

It is an effective tool for estimating ET as it provides 

information on various variables, including temperature, 

vegetation cover, and soil moisture. The data acquired 

through RS can be used to create maps that display the 

spatial distribution of these variables, which can then be 

used to estimate ET. GIS is a computer-based system used 

to store, analyze, and manipulate spatial data. It can be used 

in combination with RS to create maps and models that can 

estimate ET. GIS provides a framework for organizing and 
analyzing spatial data, and it can integrate data from various 

sources, including RS, climate data, and soil data. 

 

There are various methods for estimating ET using RS 

and GIS. The commonly used methods are the energy 

balance approach and the vegetation index approach. The 

energy balance approach utilizes RS data to estimate the net 

radiation and sensible heat flux at the earth's surface. The 

latent heat flux can then be estimated as the residual 

between the net radiation and the sensible heat flux. The 

vegetation index approach uses RS data to estimate the 
vegetation cover and the vegetation index, which measures 

the vegetation's health and vigor. The vegetation index can 

then be used to estimate the amount of transpiration. 

 

The energy balance approach is a more complex 

method that requires detailed information on the soil and 

vegetation characteristics. It demands various RS data, 

including surface temperature, albedo, and vegetation cover. 

It also requires information on the soil type and vegetation 

type. The energy balance approach is a time-consuming 

process that requires a high level of expertise. On the other 

hand, the vegetation index approach is a simpler method 
based on the relationship between vegetation cover and 

transpiration. The method requires RS data, including the 

normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI), which is a 

measure of the vegetation's health and vigor. The method 

assumes that the NDVI is proportional to the transpiration 

rate and utilizes this relationship to estimate the ET. 

 

RS and GIS are powerful tools for estimating Crop 

Evapotranspiration (ET). The commonly used methods for 

estimating ET are the energy balance approach and the 

vegetation index approach. The energy balance approach is 
a more complex and time-consuming method that demands 

detailed information on the soil and vegetation 

characteristics, while the vegetation index approach is 

simpler and based on the relationship between vegetation 

cover and transpiration. Accurate estimation of ET is crucial 

for effective irrigation management, water resources 

management, and crop planning. 

 

 

 

 
 

VII. CROP YIELD AND PRODUCTION 

FORECASTING 
 

Crop yield and production forecasting is an essential 

component of agriculture as it aids in making informed 

decisions regarding crop management and food security. 

Remote Sensing (RS) and Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS) have emerged as powerful tools in this regard. This 

essay delves into the basics of RS and GIS, their 

applications in crop yield and production forecasting, as 

well as the challenges and limitations associated with these 

technologies [22-24]. 

 

RS is the science of gathering information about the 
Earth's surface using sensors on aircraft or satellites. RS 

data comes in the form of digital maps or images and 

provides information on various aspects of the Earth's 

surface, such as land use, vegetation cover, and soil 

characteristics [27]. Passive sensors are commonly used in 

RS, which record the energy emitted or reflected by the 

Earth's surface, such as infrared radiation, visible light, and 

microwave radiation. The information obtained by RS can 

be processed and analyzed using different software tools 

and techniques. 

 
GIS is a computer-based system that allows for the 

storage, manipulation, analysis, and visualization of 

geospatial data, such as RS data. GIS brings together 

hardware, software, and data to provide users with powerful 

tools for spatial analysis and decision-making. GIS can 

overlay various layers of geospatial data, such as RS data 

and soil data, to identify patterns and relationships that 

would be challenging to identify using conventional 

methods. 

 

Crop yield and production forecasting using RS and 

GIS involves integrating RS data, GIS data, and crop 
models to estimate crop yields and production. Crop models 

are mathematical models that simulate the growth and 

development of crops based on environmental conditions, 

such as temperature, precipitation, and soil characteristics. 

By combining RS data, GIS data, and crop models, it is 

possible to estimate crop yields and production at different 

scales, ranging from field-level to regional and national 

levels. 

 

The use of RS and GIS in crop yield and production 

forecasting has numerous advantages over conventional 
methods. Firstly, RS data can be acquired quickly and at a 

lower cost compared to traditional methods, such as ground 

surveys. RS data can also cover more extensive areas, 

making it possible to estimate crop yields and production at 

regional and national scales. Secondly, GIS provides 

powerful tools for data integration and analysis, allowing for 

the overlay of different layers of geospatial data to identify 

patterns and relationships that would be difficult to see 

using traditional methods. Thirdly, crop models can 

simulate the growth and development of crops under 

different environmental conditions, allowing for the 
estimation of crop yields and production under varying 

scenarios. 
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RS and GIS have numerous applications in crop yield 

and production forecasting. One of the most common 
applications is the estimation of crop yields and production 

using RS data, GIS data, and crop models. This method 

involves integrating RS data, such as satellite imagery and 

weather data, with GIS data, such as soil maps and land use 

maps, to estimate crop yields and production. Crop models 

simulate the growth and development of crops under 

different environmental conditions, such as temperature and 

precipitation, to estimate crop yields and production based 

on this information [28-29]. 

 

Another application of RS and GIS in crop yield and 

production forecasting is the identification of areas with 
high crop yield potential. This method involves the use of 

RS data, such as satellite imagery and soil moisture data, 

and GIS data, such as soil maps and land use maps, to 

identify areas with favorable environmental conditions for 

crop growth. This information can guide the selection of 

crop varieties and optimize crop management practices, 

such as irrigation and fertilization. 

 

VIII. PRECISION AGRICULTURE 

 

Modern farming has been revolutionized by precision 
agriculture, Remote Sensing (RS), and Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS). Precision agriculture, also 

known as precision farming or site-specific agriculture, is an 

approach to crop management that leverages technology to 

optimize farming practices. To achieve this, precision 

agriculture involves the use of tools such as RS and GIS to 

analyze, map, and manage crop fields, soil, and other 

agricultural inputs. This article aims to explore the concept 

of precision agriculture, the role of RS and GIS in it, as well 

as its challenges and benefits. 

 

Precision agriculture has gained increasing popularity 
in recent years, driven by the goal of increasing agricultural 

productivity, reducing costs, and minimizing environmental 

impacts. Its core principle is to apply inputs in the right 

amount, at the right time, in the right location, and with the 

right method. This requires farmers to collect and analyze 

extensive data about their fields and crops, such as soil 

properties, weather conditions, and crop growth patterns. 

Based on this information, farmers can make informed 

decisions about planting, irrigation, fertilization, and 

harvesting. 

 
One of the main advantages of precision agriculture is 

its ability to tailor farming practices to the specific needs of 

individual crops and fields. By applying inputs more 

accurately, farmers can increase yields while minimizing 

waste and reducing the risk of environmental damage. 

Moreover, precision agriculture allows farmers to monitor 

their fields in real-time and make adjustments as necessary, 

thanks to the use of RS and GIS technologies. 

 

Precision agriculture benefits greatly from the use of 

remote sensing (RS) and geographic information systems 
(GIS), which enable farmers and researchers to collect, 

analyze, and interpret spatial data to enhance crop yields, 

optimize inputs, and reduce expenses. The following are 

some of the key ways in which RS and GIS are utilized in 
precision agriculture: 

 

 Crop monitoring and management: Through high-

resolution imagery, RS allows farmers to monitor crop 

health, detect stress factors, and identify potential yield-

limiting factors. By analyzing this data using GIS, 

farmers can make informed decisions about when and 

where to apply fertilizers, pesticides, and other inputs to 

improve crop yield and quality. 

 

 Precision planting: GIS can create planting maps based 
on soil type, topography, and climate, allowing farmers 

to optimize the placement and spacing of crops, 

resulting in higher yields and lower input costs. 

 

 Irrigation management: RS can provide information on 

soil moisture content, crop water stress, and other 

factors affecting irrigation requirements. GIS can be 

used to create irrigation maps that factor in these 

elements, enabling farmers to optimize water usage and 

reduce expenses. 

 

 Yield estimation: Using RS, crop yields can be 
estimated by analyzing plant density, biomass, and 

chlorophyll content. GIS can create yield maps that 

provide a spatial representation of crop yields, allowing 

farmers to identify areas that require further 

investigation and optimization. 

 

 Soil mapping and analysis: GIS can create detailed soil 

maps, taking into account soil texture, pH, and nutrient 

content, among other factors. This data can be used to 

optimize fertilizer application rates, reduce nutrient 

runoff, and enhance soil health. 
 

 Pest and disease management: RS can detect pest and 

disease outbreaks early on, enabling farmers to take 

targeted action to control them. GIS can create pest and 

disease maps that provide a spatial representation of the 

issue, helping farmers to intervene more effectively. 

 

RS and GIS provide a plethora of information to 

farmers and researchers, enabling them to enhance crop 

yields, reduce input costs, and minimize agriculture's 

environmental impact. By combining these tools with 
traditional farming practices, farmers can make more 

informed decisions and achieve better outcomes. 

 

IX. REMOTE SENSING APPLICATIONS IN 

AGRICULTURE FOR FOOD SECURITY 

 

Remote sensing involves the use of various 

techniques, such as satellite imagery and aerial photography, 

to collect environmental information from a distance. 

Within agriculture, this technology has proven to be 

beneficial in monitoring crops, predicting yields, and 

enhancing food security. In this response, we will explore 
different remote sensing applications in agriculture, which 

contribute to food security. Crop monitoring is an essential 
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remote sensing application for farmers, as it provides data 

on plant health, growth, and development. Satellite images 
can identify changes in plant chlorophyll content, an 

indicator of plant health, while also revealing crop moisture 

content, which is essential for irrigation management. 

 

Another valuable remote sensing application in 

agriculture is yield prediction, which involves analyzing 

vegetation indices and other plant health indicators to 

estimate crop yields. This information allows farmers to 

make more informed decisions about harvest times, 

fertilizer use, and irrigation schedules. Crop mapping is a 

remote sensing technique that creates maps of agricultural 

land, aiding farmers and policymakers in deciding land use 
and crop management strategies. Additionally, crop 

mapping facilitates monitoring of changes in land use over 

time. 

 

Remote sensing is also useful for disaster response by 

providing insight into the extent of damage caused by 

natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods, and droughts. 

This information can help coordinate relief efforts and aid 

farmers in recovering from crop losses. 

 

Pest and disease detection is another significant 
application of remote sensing in agriculture. By detecting 

changes in vegetation caused by pests or diseases through 

satellite imagery, farmers can take action before the problem 

becomes widespread, preventing significant damage. 

Remote sensing can also aid water management efforts by 

monitoring water resources such as rivers, lakes, and 

groundwater. This information can improve irrigation 

management, reduce water waste, and enhance water use 

efficiency. 

 

Lastly, remote sensing plays a critical role in climate 

change adaptation by monitoring how changing conditions 
such as temperature, rainfall, and soil moisture affect 

agriculture. By using this information, farmers can adjust 

their practices to adapt to these conditions, improving food 

security. 

 

Remote sensing is a crucial tool for food security in 

agriculture. Its applications include crop monitoring, yield 

prediction, crop mapping, disaster response, pest and 

disease detection, water management, and climate change 

adaptation. By utilizing remote sensing, farmers can make 

more informed decisions, resulting in improved crop yields 
and increased food security. 

 

X. CROP GROWTH ASSESSMENT 

 

Remote Sensing (RS) and Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) are utilized in crop growth assessment by 

using satellite imagery and geospatial data to evaluate and 

monitor crop health and growth. This approach is beneficial 

for optimizing crop management practices, enhancing crop 

yields, and promoting food security for farmers, 

agronomists, and agricultural researchers. 
 

 The typical process of crop growth assessment using RS 

and GIS comprises the following steps: 
 

 Data Acquisition:  

This step involves obtaining satellite images of the 

crop area during various times of the growing season from 

sources such as Landsat, Sentinel, and MODIS. It's 

important that these images are high resolution to capture 

small changes in the crop area. 

 

 Image Pre-Processing:  

To ensure accurate and consistent data, the acquired 

satellite images need to undergo image correction like 
radiometric and atmospheric corrections, and noise removal 

and feature enhancement. 

 

 Image Classification:  

This step involves categorizing the images into crop, 

soil, water, and non-crop areas, using classification 

algorithms such as Spectral Angle Mapper, Maximum 

Likelihood Classification, and Support Vector Machines. 

 

 Vegetation Indices:  

The next step calculates vegetation indices like NDVI 

(Normalized Difference Vegetation Index) and EVI 
(Enhanced Vegetation Index) from the classified images. 

These indices quantify vegetation cover, biomass, and crop 

health. 

 

 Crop Yield Estimation:  

In this final step, crop yield is estimated using 

regression analysis by correlating crop yield with the 

vegetation indices and environmental factors obtained from 

previous steps. 

 

The results of the crop growth assessment can be 
presented through maps or graphs illustrating the changes in 

vegetation cover, biomass, and yield over time. These 

results offer valuable insights into the efficiency of various 

crop management practices such as irrigation, fertilization, 

and pest control. This data can be utilized to optimize crop 

management practices, promote increased crop yields, and 

improve food security. 

 

XI. QUANTIFICATION OF 

IRRIGATION WATER 

 
The technique of quantifying irrigation water using 

Remote Sensing (RS) and Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS) involves estimating the amount of water needed for 

irrigation and monitoring the actual water usage by farmers. 

The process includes collecting data from various sources, 

such as satellite imagery, digital elevation models, and 

geographic data, which is then analyzed using specialized 

software to generate maps, models, and water use estimates. 

 

The quantification process starts with data collection, 

which is done using RS techniques, such as satellite imagery 

and aerial photography. The data is then preprocessed to 
remove any distortions or noise and is georeferenced to 
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align it with geographic coordinates, allowing it to be 

integrated with other geographic data in a GIS. 
 

Next, land cover classification is done based on the 

satellite imagery data. This involves identifying different 

land cover types such as crops, vegetation, water bodies, 

and urban areas. Vegetation indices, such as NDVI, are 

calculated to determine the density and health of the 

vegetation in the area. Based on the land cover and 

vegetation data, the water requirements of the crops are 

estimated using models such as the Penman-Monteith 

equation. The amount of water actually used for irrigation is 

estimated by comparing the estimated water requirements 

with the actual rainfall and available water resources. Model 
validation and accuracy assessment are done by comparing 

the estimated water requirements and irrigation water use 

with actual measurements and records. 

 

The quantification of irrigation water using RS and 

GIS is a powerful tool for optimizing irrigation practices, 

reducing water waste, and conserving water resources. This 

technology has the potential to revolutionize the way we 

manage water resources in the future, especially in the face 

of climate change, population growth, and water scarcity. 

 

XII. AGRICULTURAL LAND USE MONITORING 

 

Agricultural Land Use Monitoring is the process of 

observing and analyzing changes in agricultural land cover 

over time. The integration of Remote Sensing (RS) and 

Geographic Information System (GIS) technologies can 

greatly facilitate this process, providing accurate and up-to-

date information on agricultural land use patterns and their 

changes. RS provides an effective and efficient method for 

monitoring land use change, while GIS is a powerful tool 

for managing and analyzing spatial data. 

 
 The following steps are involved in Agricultural Land 

Use Monitoring using RS and GIS: 

 

 Data Collection:  

Collecting RS data from sources such as satellites, 

drones, and airplanes, and GIS data from various sources 

such as government agencies, NGOs, and private 

companies. 

 

 Preprocessing of RS Data:  

The RS data needs to be preprocessed, which includes 
the removal of atmospheric and other interference, image 

enhancement, and image registration. 

 

 Classification of RS Data:  

The RS data is classified into different land use 

categories, such as croplands, pasturelands, and forests 

using classification algorithms. 

 

 Validation of RS Data: 

The accuracy of the RS data is validated using ground 

truth data obtained through field surveys. 
 

 Change Detection:  

Changes in agricultural land use can be monitored 
over time by comparing classified images from different 

dates. 

 

 Mapping and Analysis:  

GIS tools and techniques are used to map and analyze 

agricultural land use patterns and their changes over time, 

providing insights into drivers of land use changes and 

helping to develop land use policies and management 

strategies. 

 

Agricultural Land Use Monitoring using RS and GIS 
is a valuable tool for sustainable land use management and 

policy development, providing accurate and up-to-date 

information on land use patterns and their changes over 

time. 

 

XIII. CROP HEALTH MONITORING 

 

Crop health monitoring is an essential aspect of 

modern agriculture, as it allows farmers to optimize crop 

yields while minimizing the use of resources such as water, 

fertilizer, and pesticides. Remote sensing (RS) and 

geographic information systems (GIS) are powerful tools 
that can be used to monitor crop health and provide insights 

to farmers for better decision making. 

 

The process of crop health monitoring using RS and 

GIS involves several steps. The first step is data acquisition, 

where satellite imagery is collected using high-resolution 

multispectral or hyperspectral sensors. These images capture 

the reflectance of different wavelengths of light, which can 

be used to identify different features on the ground, 

including crops. 

 
The second step is preprocessing, where the satellite 

images are processed to remove any noise or artifacts. 

Preprocessing includes geometric correction, atmospheric 

correction, and radiometric correction, which ensure that the 

images accurately represent the ground features. 

 

The third step is image analysis, where the images are 

analyzed using different spectral indices, such as the 

Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), the Soil 

Adjusted Vegetation Index (SAVI), and the Enhanced 

Vegetation Index (EVI). These indices help to determine the 

health and vigor of the crops by measuring the reflectance 
of vegetation in different wavelengths. 

 

In the fourth step, the processed and analyzed data is 

integrated into a GIS software to create detailed maps that 

depict the spatial variability of crop health. These maps can 

be used to identify areas that require attention, such as 

irrigation or fertilization, and to make decisions about crop 

management. 

 

Finally, the results of the analysis can be 

communicated to farmers using various tools such as mobile 
applications, dashboards, or reports. This allows farmers to 

make informed decisions about their crops, which can lead 
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to increased yields, reduced costs, and improved 

sustainability. 
 

Crop health monitoring using RS and GIS is an 

effective tool for modern agriculture. It allows farmers to 

optimize their crop yields while minimizing the use of 

resources such as water, fertilizer, and pesticides. The 

process involves data acquisition, preprocessing, image 

analysis, GIS integration, and communication of results to 

farmers. This technique has the potential to revolutionize the 

way farmers manage their crops, leading to more efficient 

and sustainable agriculture. 

 

XIV. CROP DISEASE MONITORING 
 

Using remote sensing (RS) and geographic 

information systems (GIS), crop disease monitoring is a 

technique that employs satellite imagery and spatial data to 

identify and track the spread of crop diseases. This approach 

is increasingly popular among farmers, agronomists, and 

policymakers seeking to boost crop yields and minimize 

losses from diseases. 

 

Remote sensing involves collecting data about the 

Earth's surface using sensors mounted on aircraft or 
satellites. These sensors capture images at various 

wavelengths, which can be used to determine the condition 

of crops and detect the presence of diseases. GIS software is 

then used to process and analyze the images, yielding 

valuable insights into crop health and disease patterns. 

 

 The Process of Crop Disease Monitoring using RS and 

GIS Includes the following Steps: 

 

 Data Acquisition: 

The first step is to obtain high-resolution satellite 
images of the study area, which can be obtained from public 

sources such as NASA or commercial sources such as 

DigitalGlobe. These images must be captured at 

wavelengths that are sensitive to crop health and disease. 

 

 Image Preprocessing:  

The images are preprocessed to remove noise and 

correct for atmospheric effects, ensuring that they accurately 

represent crop health and disease patterns. 

 

 Image Classification:  

The preprocessed images are categorized into different 
groups based on the spectral characteristics of the pixels. 

Machine learning algorithms such as decision trees, support 

vector machines, or neural networks are used to classify the 
pixels into categories such as healthy crops, diseased crops, 

or other types of land cover. 

 

 Spatial Analysis:  

Once the images are classified, GIS software's spatial 

analysis tools are used to locate disease hotspots and track 

their spread over time. This involves combining the 

classified images with other spatial data such as weather, 

soil, or topographic data to identify potential factors 

contributing to the disease's spread. 

 

 Decision Making:  

The final step is to use the insights gained from the 

analysis to make informed decisions. Farmers can use this 

information to focus their crop management practices on 

areas most affected by disease, while policymakers can use 

it to allocate resources to prevent and mitigate crop losses. 

 

Crop disease monitoring using RS and GIS is a potent 

tool for identifying and tracking the spread of crop diseases. 

It provides valuable insights into crop health and disease 

patterns, enabling farmers and policymakers to make 

informed decisions that can enhance crop yields and reduce 
losses caused by diseases. 

 

 Remote Sensing Vegetation Indices: Developments and 

Applications 

Remote sensing vegetation indices (RSVI) are 

algorithms that use spectral reflectance data obtained from 

satellite or aerial sensors to estimate vegetation parameters, 

such as biomass, leaf area index (LAI), and vegetation 

health. RSVI has become a crucial tool for monitoring 

vegetation changes over large areas, and it is widely used by 

scientists, land managers, and policymakers to understand 
ecosystem dynamics, agricultural productivity, and climate 

change impacts. This section aims to discuss recent 

developments and applications of RSVI. 

 

Recent advances in remote sensing technology and 

computing power have led to the development of more 

advanced RSVI that aim to overcome the limitations of 

Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) and 

provide more precise estimates of vegetation parameters. 

These newer indices include Enhanced Vegetation Index 

(EVI), Soil-Adjusted Vegetation Index (SAVI), and Green 

Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (GNDVI). 

 

Table 1 Remote Sensing Vegetation Indices with Applications 

Vegetation Index Description Applications References 

Normalized Difference 

Vegetation Index 

NDVI is a simple vegetation index 

that uses the difference between the 

near-infrared (NIR) and visible (VIS) 

wavelengths to measure the density of 

green vegetation. 

1. Crop monitoring and yield 

prediction 

2. Forest health assessment 

3. Land cover mapping 

4.Drought detection and monitoring 

Tucker, C. J. (1979) 

[30] 

Enhanced Vegetation 

Index 

EVI is an improvement over NDVI 

that corrects for atmospheric 

disturbances and adjusts for the 

canopy background signal, resulting in 

1. Vegetation stress detection 2. 

Improved monitoring of high 

biomass regions (e.g., rainforests) 

3. Crop health assessment 

Huete, A. R., Didan, 

K., Miura, T., 

Rodriguez, E. P., Gao, 

X., & Ferreira, L. G. 
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a more accurate measure of vegetation 

density. 

(2002) [31] 

Soil Adjusted 

Vegetation Index 

SAVI is another improvement over 

NDVI that adjusts for soil background 
effects, making it useful for regions 

with sparse vegetation or bare soil. 

1. Assessing vegetation health in 

arid and semi-arid regions 2. 
Assessing crop health in regions 

with bare soil 

Huete, A. R. (1988) 

[32] 

Modified Soil 

Adjusted Vegetation 

Index 

MSAVI is a modification of SAVI 

that reduces the influence of soil 

background signal, making it more 

accurate in areas with low vegetation 

cover. 

1. Assessing vegetation health in 

areas with low vegetation cover 

2. Monitoring vegetation recovery 

after disturbance 

Qi, J., & Chehbouni, 

A. (2010) [33] 

Normalized Difference 

Moisture Index 

NDMI is a vegetation index that uses 

the difference between the mid-

infrared (MIR) and NIR wavelengths 

to measure vegetation moisture 

content. 

1. Monitoring drought conditions 

and plant water stress 

2. Estimating soil moisture content 

Gao, B.-C. (1996) [34] 

Normalized Burn 

Ratio 

NBR is a remotely sensed index used 

to assess the severity of burned areas 
by measuring the difference between 

the reflectance of near-infrared (NIR) 

and shortwave-infrared (SWIR) 

wavelengths. 

Normalized Burn Ratio (NBR) is a 

vegetation index that is widely used 
in remote sensing to detect, and map 

burned areas. 

1. Wildfire Monitoring 

2. Vegetation Assessment 

3. Land Use Planning 

4. Erosion Control 

Key, C. H., & Benson, 

N. C. (2006) [35] 

 

EVI accounts for the contribution of blue wavelengths 

to vegetation reflectance and reduces the impact of 

atmospheric conditions and background reflectance. SAVI 

adjusts for soil reflectance effects and can estimate 

vegetation parameters in areas with high soil backgrounds. 

GNDVI uses the green band of the electromagnetic 
spectrum, which is sensitive to chlorophyll content, and 

provides better estimates of vegetation health in areas with 

low biomass. 

 

The development of RSVI has facilitated the global 

mapping of vegetation cover and monitoring of changes in 

vegetation phenology, which refers to the seasonal patterns 

of vegetation growth, such as leaf emergence, flowering, 

and senescence. Remote sensing data, combined with RSVI, 

can be used to monitor changes in vegetation phenology and 

assess the impact of climate change on vegetation growth 
patterns. 

 

RSVI has become an indispensable tool for monitoring 

and evaluating vegetation parameters, and recent advances 

have led to more precise estimates of vegetation health and 

productivity. Further development and application of RSVI 

are likely to significantly enhance our understanding of 

ecosystem dynamics and their responses to environmental 

changes, including climate change. 

 

RSVI is based on the principle that plants reflect and 

absorb different wavelengths of light, which depend on their 
structure, pigments, and physiological conditions. Remote 

sensors measure these spectral reflectance patterns, and 

RSVI algorithms estimate vegetation properties. The 

Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), 

developed in the 1970s, is one of the earliest and most 

widely used RSVI. NDVI is calculated by dividing the 

difference between near-infrared (NIR) and red reflectance 

by their sum. High NDVI values indicate healthy vegetation, 

while low values suggest bare soil or water. NDVI has been 

widely used to monitor vegetation changes, crop yields, and 

land cover changes. However, NDVI has some limitations. 

It saturates at high vegetation densities and does not account 

for variations in background reflectance, atmospheric 
effects, and soil moisture. To overcome these limitations, 

several other RSVI have been developed in recent years. 

 

XV. CONCLUSIONS 

 

Remote Sensing (RS) and Geographical Information 

System (GIS) have emerged as robust tools in agriculture, 

particularly in crop management. The effectiveness and 

potential of these techniques have been substantiated by 

various studies, demonstrating their ability to provide 

precise and timely information to enhance crop yields, 
reduce expenses, and mitigate hazards. Remote sensing 

methods, such as satellite imagery and aerial photography, 

have been instrumental in monitoring crop growth, 

identifying crop stress, and estimating yield. This has 

enabled farmers to make informed decisions related to 

irrigation, fertilization, and pest management, resulting in 

better quality crops and increased yields. 

 

Similarly, GIS has been used in agriculture to manage 

and analyze spatial data, creating detailed maps of farm 

fields, monitoring crop growth, and identifying areas of crop 

stress. This has facilitated the development of precision 
agriculture methods, where inputs can be applied only where 

necessary, reducing costs and minimizing environmental 

impact. 

 

Despite the advantages of RS and GIS in agriculture, 

certain challenges need to be addressed, such as the high 

cost of data acquisition and processing, the requirement for 
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specialized technical expertise, and the scarcity of reliable 

ground-truth data. However, with technological 
advancements and rising awareness of the benefits of RS 

and GIS in agriculture, these obstacles are being addressed. 

The trend is growing towards using these tools in agriculture 

applications, and it is anticipated that RS and GIS will 

continue to play a significant role in enhancing crop 

management and increasing yields in the future. 

 

RS and GIS are powerful tools with immense potential 

to transform agriculture. Their effectiveness and capability 

in crop management have been demonstrated through 

numerous studies, and their continued use is expected to 

revolutionize agriculture practices for years to come. 
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